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Étienne de La Boétie was the closest friend of Michel de Montaigne and the 
subject of the latter's famous essay "On Friendship." Here, however, he 
tackles a different, more impersonal relationship: that of ruler and ruled. The
argument in this work is encapsulated in this quote: "A people enslaves 
itself, cuts its own throat, when, having a choice between being vassals and
being free men, it deserts its liberties and takes on the yoke, gives consent 
to its own misery, or, rather, apparently welcomes it." Montaigne claimed 
that Boétie composed this work at the age of 18, and it was published over a
decade after the young man's tragic death at 32. Some commentators up to 
the present day have argued that Montaigne himself was the author, and 
that he used the cover of his late friend's name because of its radical 
content. Whatever the truth, these words have inspired anti-authoritarian 
thinking for centuries. - Summary by Ben Adams 
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